
1652-53] RELA TION OF 1651-52 87

followed her Rules with so great exactness that one
would have said she was born for these observances;
and the high sacrifice of the understanding and will,
which causes so many persons great exertions, seemed
to come to her by nature. In a word, her disposi-
tion, which was ever invariably cheerful, made her
very lovable and very welcome to all the Communi-
ty ; and she watched so carefully over herself that it
was not necessary to admonish her twice in regard
to the same thing; indeed, she even regarded herself
as admonished and reprimanded for the faults that
she saw corrected in her companions." I will say
nothing of her devotions, especially [143] of the love
that she had for the holy Virgin; we will speak of that
in its place. It suffices to render this very authentic
and truthful testimony, that, from her entrance upon
her Novitiate until her death, she always endeavored
to respond faithfully to the grace of her calling.

" When the two years of her Novitiate had been
piously accomplished, her parents came to fight the
last battle with her. Madame her mother brought
to bear the rest of her rhetoric, and showed all her
affection, all her love, and all her tenderness,— assur-
ing her daughter that she would receive her with
open arms, if the life of a Religious order that was
far from easy was m the slightest degree distasteful
to her; she protested that she could not, without
violence, be separated from her. Monsieur her father
represented to her that no decisive step had yet been
taken, that she was still in full possession of her
liberty; but that it needed only three words to bind
her so that there would be no further remedy for her
repentance. Their design was not to resist God, but
to oppose a calling founded on shifting sand."


